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ABSTRACT

Title: The Study on Gambling Behavior of Teenagers in E-san Society Context, Ubon

Ratchathani and Mukdahan Province

Author: Supawadee Khunthongjan

Keywords: Gambling Behavior, Teenagers, E-san Society Context

The gambling behavior of teenager affects a lot to budget allocated by the
government because huge amount of money will be paid to solve teenager's gambling
behavior. This study aims to (1) study the context (situation in family, communication
technology, environment in rural and urban area, motivation, and social value, customs, and
culture) leading to gambling behavior of the teenager living in Ubonratchathani province and
Mukdahan province (2) study the linkage between each context that leads to gambling
behavior of teenagers living in Ubonratchathani province and Mukdahan province and (3)
study the interception for unwanted gambling behavior of teenager which needs cooperation
of concerned people; family, community, and society. This qualitative study was a case-study
presented that the data was collected from 5 people of teenager, 5 people of concerned
family member, 5 people of community leader, and 2 people of government sector. The
purposive sampling technique was employed to choose those. The research tools were
interview for and teenager's gambling behavior observation as the gambling-addiction
filtration form. The findings were:

1 Compared to gambling-addiction filtration form teenager’'s gambling behavior of
those living in Ubonratchathani and Mukdahan, arranged by the top frequency of behavior,
were: (1) family was unpleased with teenager's gambling behavior (13.69%), (2) gambling
behavior brought to self-effectiveness loss (10.71%), (3) after winning the game they feel
stronger to overcome the game again and at least they paid two hours for each turn
(9.52%), (4) the money gained from gambling would be paid for a miscellaneous set of thing
(8.92%) and (5) after losing the game they feel like to be back to the game once again to
get the lost money back. Once, some of them borrowed some money from family for
gambling (7.74%).

2 the motive for gambling of teenager was to look for additional income, to be for

pleasure, to bring excitement to life, and to copy gambling behavior as someone else. Other



important context led to unwanted behavior was that the community was found as the mingle
source of gambling. Lots of gambling games were done there. Other supportive factors were
mobile phone as a convenient device for online gambling, a long tradition of gambling in
community which played an important role to teenager in both urban area and rural area,
and the last factor was the convenience of transportation system that make those gamblers
get through the casino easily and quickly.

3 the gambling activities found among teenage gambler in Ubonratchathani and
Mukdahan were sicbo, playing card, cock fighting, boxing, lottery, and playing poker. Those
gambling games got popular among those gamblers because they were easy to play with
few money to start the game and importantly the casino could be found at almost every
corner in community. When the gamblers got addicted to the games they always got
addicted to other vices too, for example, drinking alcohol, smoking, robbery, and drugs.

4. Concerned people in family as model of teenager could importantly help to
solve gambling behavior of them. If those family members played the gambling, those
teenagers would too. So, the family must act as a good model. Next, community needed to
be arranged as to be free-gambling and all vices community. If any gambling trace was
found, community leaders and all concerned people should give hand to clear up the
problems. Last, all anti-gambling campaigns should be launched continuously at every corner
of society as to keep people away from gambling under the fine environment.

Measured by a quick gambling-addiction filtration form by Panom Ketman, 5
case studies of teenager’s behavior that was compared to the summary form of gambling
addiction period by Faculty of Medicine, Chulalongkorn University indicated that those 5 case
studies were likely to face gambling problem, be risky to get addicted to gambling, and
probably be at middle-stage addicted to gambling. Be involved with such situation make life
unhappy and soon when they were in debt of gambling and had no money to pay for it they
would strongly call back the lost money by gambling again and again. Such behavior linked
unavoidably to other vices. This was in line to the belief of behaviorism that a man was
neutral-passive. All behavior depends on environment. A good man in a good environment
would behave well and a poor man and in a poor environment would behave poorly.
Regarded as a wise product of environment a man’s behavior depends on self-adjustment to

the surrounding.
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