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Abstract

The research project on the gambling in traditional long-tail boat racing employs the
market concept in analyzing local forms of gambling and its rationalities, including its
participants, the gambling behaviors, frequencies of gambling participations, and its estimated
sum of the monetary circulation in each racing. Further, it intends to evaluate its affects and the

social networks of gambling participants in the traditional long-tail boat racing.

The data acquisition began with surveying documentary sources and fieldwork
observations in the provinces of Phitsanulok and Phichit that annually organized the long-tail
boat racing, in order to draw a general background both in the past and at the present. In
acquiring more perceptive data, the researchers had used the in-depth interview and the focus-

group discussion.

This study would like to suggest that (1) the contemporary long-tail boat racing had
changed from its long-gone tradition, mainly resulted from the internal condition that boats as a
main vehicle for traveling had declined significantly since the asphalted highways and local
streets were rapidly constructed after the WWII. However, as a local annual entertainment
festival, the long-tail boat racing has been keeping organized to preserve the tradition.
Meanwhile, as the external factor, since the Thai government's agency has employed the
promotion and preservation of local wisdoms and traditions as its strategy to reboot the nation-
wide tourism and the local economy, thereby, the local administration became the main
“sponsor” (Liﬁm‘w) of the long-tail boat racing. As a result, the long-tail boat racing has gained
much wider supports, both in terms of budget and its racing arenas. (2) Forms of the boat
racing organization has bred different interest-groups, i.e. the sponsors, the boat's owners and
its managing staffs, the rowing teams, related business groups, and the gambling participants.
(3) The racing organization has led to the gambling at the racing arena and, at the present,
there has not yet any measure to control the gambling of the long-tail boat racing.
Nevertheless, the result of the boat racing has led to a formulation of certain networks of the
boat racing that related to their behavioral relations, i.e. a) big shot gambler, b) middle-level

gambler, and c) petty gambler.



Suggestions: (1) Regarding the forms of boat racing organization, some informants
propose that it should organize a public hearing among the locals in order to search out an
appropriate method in formulating the objectives and limitations of the preservation of local
tradition that has its own specific characters, in favoring of the people’s participation in
designing and organizing the long-tail boat racing in accordance with and accountable to the
local needs. (2) There should be a planning policy to develop prize-winning boat-teams from
the local level to be the national team for the international competition. (3) At the micro level,
certain measures should be developed to control the boat-race gambling that could develop the
persons to be the gambling addicted, as could be seen in an evolutionary stage of the middle-
level gambler into the big-shot gambler, partly resulted from the moneys gained from the boat-
race gambling, the continuous growth in number of the racing arena, and a measureless
gambling environments. At the macro level, a new understanding should be developed that
gambling is not individualistic but societal in nature. An experiment in boat-race gambling in
order to gain excitation and entertainment of the individual could lead the person to be recruited
into the gambler’'s society, because its gambling network’s relations and behaviors are the main

factors and conditions to draw the participant into other forms of gambling.
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